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Feb. Thousands of workers will gain wage in- 
creases under “escalator clauses.” 


Transportation and Communications 


Oct. 10—The Interstate Commerce Commission 
grants Southern railroads a 10 per cent passenger 
fare increase to compensate for increased labor 
and materials costs. This is the first such increase 
given this group since 1948. 

Oct. 30—President Truman signs into law a meas- 
ure increasing postal rates by $117 million an- 
nually. The bill doubles the penny postcard 
rate, effective Jan. 1, and imposes a series of 3 
annual 10 per cent increases in the cost of mail- 
ing newspapers and magazines, effective Apr. 1. 


VENEZUELA 


Oct. 18—Authorities smash an uprising against the 
Government that included an attempt to assas- 
sinate members of the ruling junta. At least 10 
persons are killed and many more wounded 
throughout the country. The Interior Minister lays 
the disturbances to 2 dissolved parties, the Accion 
Democratica and the Communists. More than 800 
persons are jailed in Caracas. 

Oct. 23-A member of the governing junta states 
that general elections will be held next year as 
scheduled. He says the recent attempts at over- 
throwing the junta has had no effect on these 
plans. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Oct. 8—Premier Marshal Tito wans his people 
that the country has many enemies in the West- 
ern countries as well as in the Communist bloc 
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nations. He also announces that 8,445 Comin- 
form spies have been discovered in Yugoslavia 
since the 1948 break-away from Russia. 

Oct. 12—The Government announces a new tactical 
concession to the independent peasants to sustain 
the free sale of food. Compulsory delivery of lard 
and olive oil by the peasants at controlled prices 
is abolished immediately. 

Oct. 14—United States Army Chief of Staff J. 
Lawton Collins confers with Marshal Tito and 
Yugoslav military leaders at Belgrade. They dis- 
cuss fundamental problems arising from the Yugo- 
slav request for large-scale assistance in weapons 
and ammunition. 

Oct. 20—Reports from Serbia indicate that the 
slowdown of harvesting operations begun last 
summer by the peasants has inflicted even greater 
damage to the Government’s crop program than 
in Croatia. In Croatia only 10 per cent of the 
winter wheat sowing plan has been fulfilled. 

Oct. 30—Official reports indicate that peasant re- 
sistance to land collectivization and the compul- 
sory delivery of bread grains to the state has 
reached the point of a nation-wide slowdown 
strike. Farmers are sowing only enough grain for 
their immediate -needs. 

Oct. 31—Premier Tito describes the precise limits 
within which his government is prepared to co- 
operate with the West and the areas in which 
it cannot cooperate. He says that in the event of 
a world war he will be on the side of the West. 
But he says his Government will not sacrifice its 
principles to obtain Western aid. 
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